MSAB SITE COUNCIL 
MSAB Board Conference Room

January 6, 2011
Welcome to Kristin Oien,  Blind /Visually Impaired Specialist, as a new member of the Site Council.  Also to Janet Dickelman, President of the American Council of the Blind who attended for John Pike.  

Approval of December 2010 Minutes:  A motion was made by Jan Bailey, seconded by Kim O’Donnell, to approve the minutes of the December meeting.  Motion carried.  
Administrator’s Report (Linda Mitchell):  Linda reported there is no news about the budget but expects to hear by early February.  No unallotments are expected.  The new Education Committee is comprised of many first term freshman legislators.  Linda stated there are many teachers and former administrators on the committee (12 Republicans, 9 Democrats).  Governor Dayton appointed Brenda Cassellius as the new Commissioner of Education on December 31.  

Director’s Report  (John Davis):  Construction on the Academy Plus house is progressing.  Inside walls are going up next week.  John said that he hopes to give the MSA Board a tour at their meeting in April.  We have three new students expected to enroll within the next few weeks.  NAPVI will hold a meeting here on Saturday, January 29 from 9:00-11:00 a.m.  The cheerleaders and coaches are heading to Ohio on January 20 for the NCs.  
Student Council News:  Amanda reported that the Student Council has decided to go ahead with BAAL Night this spring but will try to provide a better explanation of what it means and the history behind it.  The “Pennies for Patients” campaign this year will be designated to fight a particular form of cancer.  

New Business:
· NAPVI Representative:  Ken will speak with Dave Bushland, President of NAPVI, to determine whether there is any interest in a NAPVI member serving on the MSAB Site Council.
· American Council of the Blind-MN:  Ken and Connie will be attending the ACBM Convention on January 21-23.  Connie plans to take some items from the work program to the convention.  
Subcommittee Reports
· By-Law Review:  The section that addresses membership needs to be rewritten as does the paragraph on what constitutes a quorum.  
· Mentoring Program:  Two speakers have been scheduled – Jan Bailey will be speaking with MSAB students after today’s meeting; and Nadine Jacobson from the MSA Board is also scheduled.  
· Communications:  Work continues on the web site.  There was discussion about the possibility of an alumni chat.  Information needs to be forwarded to Mark Schwartz.  
Next Meeting:  Thursday, February 3, 2011
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Jan Bailey, seconded by Amanda Taylor, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.
