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It’s been a busy winter at MSAB!  Our holiday program, “A Holiday of Music”, was held on December 9 and was a great success thanks to the efforts of Nicole Zweber, MSAB Music Therapist, and the staff and students.  We also celebrated Willie Peterson’s final performance of narrating “’Twas the Night Before Christmas” as part of the holiday program.  Willie has been entertaining students and audiences with this story for the past 25 years and we are very grateful for the time and effort he has dedicated to MSAB.  

Progress continues to be made on the new A+ house.  The house has been framed in, sealed up, and has a roof on it.  Please continue to check out the photographs on the home page of our web site, www.msab.state.mn.us to see the progress on the project.  

On November 15, the Upper Midwest Optical Golf Day (OMOGD) Sight Preservation Foundation presented a check to the MSAB Foundation for $33,000 to benefit the Academy’s art integration program.  The UMOGD Sight Preservation Foundation raised the money at the 2010 Optical Golf Day on August 9, 2010. 

MSAB hosted a meeting of the Minnesota Chapter of the National Association for Parents of Children with Visual Impairments (NAPVI) on Saturday, January 29, 2011.  The group took a tour of the MSAB facilities and learned about the programming available at MSAB.  They presented us with a donation of $500.00.  Thank you to Minnesota NAPVI for the generous donation!







John Davis, Director
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On February 9, our Artist in Residency program organized by Nicole Zweber, had an exceptional musical performance.  Cyril Paul, the artist in residence, brought a taste of the Caribbean to MSAB with his wonderful music and zest for life.  The students and staff really enjoyed the activities and the performance by Cyril and his band mates.





Nicole Zweber, Music Therapist
MSAB students and staff celebrate “I Love to Read” Month
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Each February throughout the United States and Canada, adults, young adults and children celebrate books and reading. This library and school-initiated celebration is a MSAB tradition. 

Initially, each February, staff read a short piece as part of the school’s daily announcements. The diversity of presenters, their chosen pieces, and presentation styles offered students glimpses into the wide world of reading. February morning announcements include a guest presenter, reading a piece of their choice. Students wait to hear the presenter. Will it be a familiar voice one that they may not know? What will they read? Each person offers their listening audience a reading adventure.  Presenters include teachers but also administration, maintenance, kitchen, and support staff. 
Crystal and Max

People who enjoy books and reading work and learn far beyond a classroom. Several years ago, Student Council members joined the list of presenters. Now any interested student can volunteer to read. 
Mrs. Betsy Shallbetter has coordinated the I Love to Read presenters for several years.   Mrs. Shallbetter commented, “Introducing students to adults who enjoy reading is such a pleasure. I am proud to have students participate, too. The opportunity strengthens their confidence and promotes reading among their peers.” 







Rene’ Perrance, MN Braille & Talking Book Library

Extracurricular Activities
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 Cheerleading:  The 2010-2011 cheerleading team had a great season.  The student/athletes participated in practices after school and generated original cheers with their own actions and rhythms.  The cheerleaders, who did not travel, got a chance to show off their cheers and enthusiasm at a Pep Rally for the entire school body!  The travelling cheer team went to Columbus, Ohio to participate in the NCASB Wrestling and Cheerleading Championships.  Luckily the weather allowed us to travel safely!  The girls did an amazing job in their Team Cheer event (Amanda, Brittney, Maddie) and the Outstanding Cheer event (Amanda), and they proudly represented Minnesota. 






Stacy Akemann, Coach

The MSAB Class of 2011 consists of the following proud students:  Christyn, Marnelle, and Chassity.  Their sponsors are Nicole Zweber and Meghan Needham.  The students and their families have been hard at work raising funds for their senior class trip.  They sold evergreens over the holidays and will be selling butter braids during February.  We need and truly appreciate any support you can give us.  If you are interested in purchasing a butter braid, please contact Nicole at nzweber@msab.state.mn.us or Meghan, mneedham@msab.state.mn.us   Thank you!  Graduation will be held on Wednesday, June 15 at 10:00 am.  





Nicole Zweber & Meghan Needham, Senior Class Sponsors

Recreation Therapy

This long and cold winter has provided opportunities for MSAB students to participate in a variety of holiday and snow activities. One calm winter’s night they went ice skating. They had another great night for snow shoeing and played King of the Hill. Some other highlights this winter have been:  a holiday sing al-along, Music Club hosted by Santa, reindeer games, and a delightful musical performance by the King Family (We 3 Kings), the Children’s Theater presented “Once Upon A Shoe”, movies at the theater and in our own theater, spa nights, Cooking Club, bowling, the Super Bowl game and party, and a Valentine’s Theme Dinner and evening.

 
 On February 28, the students will hold a talent show. All students, staff, family, and friends are invited to attend or perform. All recreation activities are posted on our web site so check there if you want to see what’s happening in the future. With spring just around the corner, we hope to have some more great times outdoors. We’re looking forward to the Beeper Egg Hunt and Picnic!









Kim O’Donnell, Recreation Therapist

Change in the End of the School Year

Please Note:  In order to account for the three missed days of school in October due to the evacuation of MSAB, three days will be added to the end of the school year.  This will result in some changes in the dates for the end of the school year events.  Instead of school ending on Friday, June 10, 2011, the school year will now end on Wednesday, June 15, 2011.  The following is the new schedule for the end of the school year events:
1. Awards Night will be Monday, June 13, 2011,

2. Baccalaureate will be Tuesday, June 14, 2011, and

3. Graduation will be Wednesday, June 15, 2011.

Once again, the staff at MSAB thanks you for your support and understanding.
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Introducing the

MSA Wellness Committee Webpage!
Our Wellness Committee has developed a webpage committed to informing our staff, students, parents and others on living a healthy lifestyle.  

Currently, we have posted our vision statement, committee members and meeting dates.  We have information on the Healthy Rice County coalition and our agency’s Healthy Catering Guide. We also have links to our wellness policy, BMI calculator, and healthy food substitutions. 

We plan to keep adding to our webpage on a continual basis.  We have a suggestion box on the page also.  Feel free to drop us a note if you have a comment or suggestion.  

To access the web page:

· Go to the MSA home page (www.msa.state.mn.us).   You can click on the Wellness Committee logo.
OR
· On both MSAB (www.msab.state.mn.us) and MSAD (www.msad.state.mn.us) home pages, go to either the Parents section or the Staff section.  The wellness committee webpage is listed under Shared Services. 


March 21-25
Spring Break – No School
April 8-10

Home Forensics/Swim Meet

April 15-17

Forensics/Swim Meet-South Dakota

April 29-May 1
Forensics/Swim Meet-Ohio
May 12

Spring Program 1:30 and 7:00 pm

June 13

Awards Night

June 14

Baccalaureate
June 15

Graduation 

July 10

Summer School Registration

July 11-22

Summer School Program

Application forms can be found on our web site:

www.msab.state.mn.us
Minnesota State Academy for the Blind
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